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Drug Possession - Since drug addiction is a disease, the Ohio Legislature should continue to explore ways to ensure that treatment is the primary purpose around any sentencing considerations for personal drug use regardless of whether such matters are deemed to be misdemeanors or remain felonies.  Further, OJACC encourages the Legislature to also take into account the often life-long collateral sanctions that accompany a drug possession/drug abuse conviction such as barriers to employment, reducing likelihood of eligibility for jobs requiring licensure, and the impact on future livable wage earnings.
Probation - OJACC believes that probation and treatment in the community should be used and exhausted for drug abuse offenses prior to incarceration in local jail or state prison.  Further OJACC believes that swift and certain sanction options should remain available to the judiciary as a response to violations.
Petty Trafficking - OJACC supports that the Ohio Legislature delineate between petty trafficking offenses and aggravated trafficking offenses to make it clear in which situations treatment constitutes the primary need verses situations in which incarceration may be appropriate.
Penalties and Thresholds for felonies - OJACC urges the Ohio Legislature consider presumptive felony sanctions as opposed to mandatory terms as this preserves and supports judicial discretion.  
Record Sealing - In the spirit of reducing the life-long collateral sanctions associated with a criminal offense, OJACC urges the Ohio legislatures to consider the sealing of records for appropriate offenses.
Earned Credit - OJACC supports the Ohio Legislature consider an expansion of earned credit to be earned for positive program participation while incarcerated in an Ohio prison.
 
Technical Violation Definition - If the Ohio Legislature attempts to better define "technical violation" as it relates to prison eligibility for a probation violation, OJACC supports a definition that recognizes that relapse is part of recovery and urges exhausting all local treatment options prior to prison incarceration.  
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