   
 
 
 
 
 
 


Achievement Awards

OJACC created four awards to be given to Ohioans whose work has contributed to the improvement of community corrections. Please consider nominating someone you feel is deserving of one of these awards. Below are the descriptions of each award. An Achievement Award Nomination Form is attached. The awards will be presented at the OJACC Annual Conference on October 15, 2026.
 
Representative C.J. McLin Award  
The late Representative C.J. McLin, Jr., during his tenure in the General Assembly, actively worked to improve community corrections through funding and legislative change. The award is given annually to an elected official in Ohio who has worked towards the improvement of community corrections in Ohio.  

Dr. Bennett J. Cooper Award  
Dr. Bennett J. Cooper was the first Director of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction in Ohio. During his lifetime he has created many improvements in public policy towards corrections. He has worked on a national level to try to institutionalize needed changes. This award is given to a correctional administrator or policy maker who has shown a lifetime commitment to the improvement of community corrections.  

Dr. Simon Dinitz Award  
Dr. Simon Dinitz, through his work at the Ohio State University, dedicated his life to improving the knowledge base of corrections. He served on state and national commissions whose purpose was to improve corrections. As an educator he was also responsible for training many correctional practitioners in the state. This award is given to a community correctional practitioner who has made contributions to the improvement of community corrections in Ohio. 
 
Wichtman/Gauntner Award  
Jim Wichtman was one of the founders and a long-time board member of the Ohio Community Corrections Organization, now known as the Ohio Justice Alliance for Community Corrections (OJACC). Molly Gauntner faithfully served on the OJACC Board of Trustees for more than a decade. Jim and Molly dedicated their careers to the progressive development of community corrections with great passion and commitment. They were visionary leaders committed to transforming the field and improving the lives of those we serve. Their tireless work helped to strengthen OJACC and improve the field of community corrections overall. This award honors an OJACC Board Member who has dedicated themselves to OJACC’s mission.

To see a listing of former recipients go to www.ojacc.org/awards/ 
                                                                                     Achievement Award Nomination Form  

Please utilize this form to nominate a professional who has positively impacted the field of community corrections. Descriptions for each award are attached. 
Please send completed form to: ojacc.director.com or OJACC, Post Office Box 79, New Albany, OH 43054 by September 1, 2026. 
For questions, contact Gayle Dittmer at (740) 420-6444 or ojacc.director@gmail.com  
Award:  McLin:  _____    Cooper: _____   Dinitz: _____    Wichtman/Gauntner:  _____       (Please indicate which award you are nominating this person for)
Nominee: ______________________________ Position: ______________________
Agency: ________________________________ Phone: _______________________
Address: _______________________________ Email: ________________________
Nominator: ___________________________________________________________
Agency: ________________________________ Phone: ________________________   
Address: ______________________________     E-mail:  _______________________  

Please indicate why you feel the nominee should receive the award (attach additional pages as needed) _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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